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CHAIR'S WELCOME
Dear friends,
 
On 6 December, the PEST committee adopted with an overwhelming majority its
report on the Union’s authorisation procedure for pesticides, containing factual
findings and recommendations as to measures and initiatives to be taken. 
 
I think we can be very proud of the work we have accomplished during the past
nine months of our mandate. Altogether, the PEST Committee held twelve
meetings, including eight public hearings and exchanges of views on the Union’s
authorisation procedure for pesticides.   The Committee has also made three
delegation visits to EFSA in Parma, the IARC in Lyon and the MUCF in Paris,
including visits of two agriculture research stations. Our Committee has examined
the EU authorisation procedure for pesticides from all different angles, its

independence from industry, the transparency of the decision-making process and the means available.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all PEST Members, our two Co-Rapporteurs, the Shadow Rapporteurs and the
Coordinators for their commitment and fruitful cooperation, as well as all the different parliamentary services involved.  A special
thanks as well to the European Commission, EFSA, ECHA, and the competent authorities of the seven Member States who have
participated in our meetings and who have detailed the procedure for authorising pesticides. Last, but not least, I would like to
thank all the other experts from the world of science and NGO’s, who have shared their expertise in various areas with us.
 
I’m convinced that the report adopted by our Committee today, identifies the most important gaps and weaknesses of the current
authorisation procedure for pesticides. Our PEST report sends a clear message to the European Commission and the Member
States to amend the Regulation in order to improve its implementation and to meet its objectives, as well as those of the Treaty.
We are now looking forward to the vote of our report in Parliament in January.
 
Although the work of the PEST Committee is now concluded, we must continue to do everything possible to make sure that our
suggestions are taken into account in order to ensure a high level of protection of human and animal health and of the
environment.
 
Kind regards
 
Eric Andrieu
Chair of the PEST Committee

LAST MEETINGS

Meeting on 6 December 2018

Vote of the draft report of the PEST Committee

On , the PEST Committee adopted its report on the Union’s authorisation6 December 2018
procedure for pesticides with a broad majority of 23 to 5, with one abstention. After nine month
of intense fact-finding work, both Co-Rapporteurs Mr.  (EPP, DE) and Mr. Norbert LINS Bart

 (Greens/EFA, BE) welcomed the outcome of the Committee’s position. The text will beSTAES
submitted to the Plenary for debate and vote, at its part-session of  in Strasbourg.January 2019
 
Based on 1141 amendments tabled by PEST Members, 51 compromise amendments were
drawn up, which were all adopted. Among many proposals, Members agreed that both the
Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 as such and its implementation must be improved in order to
meet the Regulation’s objectives.
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The final text calls for more independence and transparency, as well as enhanced public access to evaluation studies for approval of
active substances and authorisation of plant production products. The report also points out that risk assessment and risk
communication by the relevant authorities must be enhanced. In particular, Members ask for mandatory long-term toxicity tests for plant
protection products and consideration of real life exposure, with special attention paid to vulnerable groups. In order to ensure
independent, objective and transparent assessment of active substances and plant protection products, the Commission and Member
States are called upon to allocate sufficient resources and appropriate expertise. Similarly, EFSA and ECHA should receive sufficient
funds, also in view of the anticipated additional workload for these agencies.

Moreover, the Committee recommends to create a post-market monitoring system. In relation to research into impacts of and
alternatives to plant protection products (including non-chemical methods), Members also stress the need for more funding at EU and
national level. Finally, Members call on the Commission to work with Member States to improve the functioning the zonal system in
order to avoid delays and to assess how best to ensure harmonized scientific assessment of pesticides while maintaining Member
States’ competence for authorisation.
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Meeting on 27 November 2018

 

 

 

 

Consideration of amendments to the draft report of the PEST Committee
 

 

 

 

At its 10th regular meeting of , the Special Committee on the Union's authorisation27 November 2018
procedure for pesticides held an exchange of views on the 1141 amendments tabled on the PEST draft
report. The Co-Rapporteurs, Mr.  (EPP, DE) and Mr.  (Greens/EFA, BE),Norbert LINS Bart STAES
welcomed the many suggestions to improve the report and underlined that all of the amendments have
been taken into account in the ongoing work to find compromises.
 
In the debate that followed, many of the issues raised at earlier meetings were raised again. Some
Members considered the draft report, as well as the draft compromises, as not being sufficiently ambitious
(in particular with regard to glyphosate and Monsanto), while other Members thought the report was going
too far. Several Members mentioned specific amendments and indicated their disappointment that the draft
compromises had not picked up many of the good ideas presented in them. It was also repeated that
certain aspects included in the draft report, for example in relation to enhanced transparency, were already
covered by the proposal to amend the General Food Law, presented by the European Commission in April
2018.

The Commission commented on the work so far in the PEST Committee in general and said the PEST
report will be very useful in the ongoing REFIT exercise of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. The Commission
representative also commented on a few issues specifically:

the need for more resources to EFSA in case it would be tasked also with the assessment of plant
protection products,

the need for a stricter follow-up of the derogations given by Member States on the basis of Article 53, and
the importance of the precautionary principle, which the Commission has always respected in its work.

The Commission representative also underlined that it would be for the next Commission to present any
legal proposals, if necessary.
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USEFUL LINKS

 

 

 

 

PEST Calendar of meetings 2018
Vade mecum PEST
PEST Coordinators
Committee mandate Setting up a special committee on the Union’s authorisation procedure for pesticides as adopted by the 

European Parliament on 06-02-18
Rule 197 of EP rules of procedure on special committees
Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 on the placing of plant protection products on the market

Selected supporting analyses provided by EP services

Fact Sheet: Chemicals and pesticides (by PolDepA)
Fact Sheet: Food safety (by PolDepA)
Briefing: Authorisation of pesticides in the EU: With a focus on glyphosate (by EPRS)
In-Depth Analysis: EU policy and legislation on pesticides: Plant protection products and biocides (by EPRS)
Study: Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 on the placing of plant protection products on the market (by EPRS)
Study: Guidelines for submission and evaluation of applications for the approval of active substances in pesticides (by PolDepA)

For further links, please visit the PEST website.

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/pest/calendar_2018.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/147160/Vade%20Mecum.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/147501/List%20of%20PEST%20Coordinators_17.05.2018.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0022&language=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0022&language=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20170116+RULE-197+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1535551573623&uri=CELEX:32009R1107
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/78/chemicals-and-pesticides
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_2.2.6.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/614691/EPRS_BRI%282018%29614691_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_IDA%282017%29599428
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU%282018%29615668
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/sk/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU%282018%29626072
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pest/home.html


 

 

CONTACTS AND SUGGESTIONS

For , please contact  or visit the  further information pest-secretariat@ep.europa.eu PEST website

Composition of PEST Secretariat:

Head of Secretariat:

 

Christina MALMROS

Administrators:

Nora HAHNKAMPER-VANDENBULCKE

Marc THOMAS

Marcus BREUER

Assistants:

Stefanie GROSS (committee assistant)

Despina ABATZIS

 

 

 

 

Plenary vote scheduled:

January part-session (Strasbourg)
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Legal Disclaimer:

The items contained herein are drafted by the PEST secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only.
The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the
European Parliament. This PEST Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The PEST
secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.

Please note that the European Parliament does not accept any liability for the content of the information received; hence the provider of the
information remains solely and fully liable for compliance with applicable requirements under national rules and law as well as for the content of the
information provided.
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